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[CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL] Promotes April as National Safe Digging Month, as Survey Reveals 49.3 Million Americans Plan to Dig Without Contacting 811 First 

[INSERT STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION’S NAME] reminds homeowners to always contact 811 before beginning projects that require digging – including gardening, building a fence or installing a mailbox – to prevent damage to essential underground utilities and keep communities safe 
 
CITY, STATE (DATE) – Warm weather dig season is officially underway, and [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL TITLE] [INSERT OFFICIAL’S FULL NAME] endorsed April as National Safe Digging Month in the state of Indiana, in collaboration with [SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME] and Indiana 811, the statewide “811 Before You Dig” center. The month serves as a reminder for homeowners and professionals alike to always contact Indiana 811 at least two full working days before starting any outdoor digging projects.

According to a recent survey by the Common Ground Alliance - the national association dedicated to protecting underground utility lines, people who dig near them and their communities - 74% of U.S. homeowners plan to dig on their property this year. Of those who are planning projects, more than 49.3 million Americans will put themselves and their communities at risk by not contacting 811 before digging. 

“We join [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL TITLE] in strongly encouraging individuals and companies to contact 811 before they begin digging,” said [INSERT REPRESENTATIVE NAME], [TITLE] for [INSERT SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME]. “By having underground lines marked, homeowners can ensure they keep themselves and their communities safe and connected to the vital utilities that they rely on.”  

To contribute to a streamlined 811 process, both homeowners and professionals alike should “White Line,” which entails using white paint or flags to mark the intended dig site prior to contacting 811, saving time and money for everyone involved in the 811 process. After the intended dig site has been marked, a ticket can be submitted by going online to www.Indiana811.org or by calling 811, and utility locators will know precisely where the project will take place, eliminating unnecessary locate markings.  

After submitting a ticket by visiting www.Indiana811.org or by calling 811, the utility companies who have assets in the dig area will be notified. Professional locators will then visit the dig site to mark the approximate location of underground utility lines with spray paint, flags or both. Once a site has been accurately marked, it is safe to begin digging around the marked areas.

As part of National Safe Digging Month, [INSERT SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME]  encourages homeowners and professionals to take the following steps to stay safe and dig smart this spring:

· Always contact Indiana 811 at least two full working days before digging, regardless of the depth or familiarity with the property. 
· White Line prior to contacting 811 to save time and ensure utility locators know exactly where your project will take place. 
· Plan ahead. Contact 811 by submitting a ticket at www.Indiana811.org or by calling 811 on Monday or Tuesday for work planned for an upcoming weekend, providing ample time for the approximate location of lines to be marked. Also remember to plan for holidays. 
· Confirm that all lines have been marked.  
· Consider moving the location of your project if it is near utility line markings. 
· If a contractor has been hired, confirm that the contractor has contacted 811. Don't allow work to begin if the underground utilities aren't marked. 
· Visit www.Indiana811.org for complete information.
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