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[CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL] ENDORSES APRIL AS NATIONAL SAFE DIGGING MONTH IN STATE OF INDIANA, AS SURVEY REVEALS 34.9 MILLION AMERICANS PLAN TO DIG WITHOUT CONTACTING 811 FIRST 

 [SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME] and Indiana 811 remind local residents to contact 811 before all digging projects to prevent damage to underground utility lines, and keep communities safe and connected to essential services

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]CITY, Ind. (April 1, 2022) — Today [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL TITLE] [INSERT OFFICIAL’S FULL NAME] endorsed April as National Safe Digging Month in the state of Indiana, in collaboration with [SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME] and Indiana 811, the statewide “811 Before You Dig” center. The month serves as a reminder for Indiana homeowners to contact 811 before starting any outdoor digging projects.

April marks the start of the spring digging season, so [SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME] Indiana 811 and [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL TITLE] [INSERT OFFICIAL’S LAST NAME] are encouraging homeowners to make a free request to 811 before they dig to prevent injuries, property damage and inconvenient outages. 

According to a recent survey by the Common Ground Alliance - the national association dedicated to protecting underground utility lines, people who dig near them and their communities - nearly six-in-ten U.S. homeowners (58%) reported experiencing a utility service interruption during the last 12 months. In addition, nearly 34.9 million U.S. homeowners who plan to dig this year will put themselves and their communities at risk by digging without contacting 811 beforehand to learn the approximate location of underground utilities.

“[INSERT APPROVED QUOTE FROM THE OFFICIAL’S OFFICE ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTACTING 811 BEFORE YOU DIG],” said [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL TITLE] [INSERT OFFICIAL’S LAST NAME].

When visiting Indiana811.org or contacting 811 by phone, anyone who plans to dig is connected to Indiana 811, which notifies the appropriate utility companies of the planned digging activity. Professional locators are then sent to the requested dig site to mark the approximate locations of underground lines with flags, spray paint or both. Once lines have been accurately marked, digging can begin around marked lines.

“We join the [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY OFFICIAL TITLE] in strongly encouraging individuals and companies to contact 811 before they begin digging,” said [INSERT REPRESENTATIVE NAME], [TITLE] for [INSERT SUPPORTING STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATION NAME]. “By having underground lines marked, homeowners are making an important decision that can help keep them and their communities safe and connected.”  

Striking a single line can cause injury, repair costs, fines and inconvenient outages. Every digging project, no matter how large or small, necessitates contacting 811. Installing a mailbox, putting in a fence, building a deck and laying a patio are all examples of digging projects that should include contacting 811 beforehand. For every project, be sure to follow the five important steps for getting your utilities marked – plan your project, contact Indiana 811, wait for the marks, confirm the marks and finally, dig with care.

Visit www.indiana811.org for more information about 811 and the safe digging process. 

#  #  #
